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About 200 years ago, an event took place which fundamentally changed the 

world. It was not an event like the French Revolution or the vote to end 

slavery. But both of those were events produced by key ideas, and this was 

a key idea. It was going to split the world, even though it was not an event 

as such.  

             I won’t bother now with the name of the English gentleman—a 

sheep farmer—who had this idea; we’ll get to that below. Instead let’s 

hear what he thought and why it led to certain things.               

He was out observing the land forms of his farm and area—the 

geology—and came to an observation. It was really just a simple 

mathematical conclusion. If a certain accumulation of soil was taking place 

over 10 years which he had himself seen directly, then he concluded that 

the nearby larger forms must have been millions of years in the making. It 

was merely a rate x time calculation.  

             But we are not done. There was something else he said, and this is 

the more important part: ‘the present process is the key to the past.’ He 

soon realized that this was a huge conflict for the account of Genesis, and 

he did so without much knowledge of some of the proposals about fossils 

that were coming along.   

He also wouldn’t have known much of the ‘snapped’ rocks of Siccar, 

Scotland, or the ‘cut-away’ views of the Alps or of Greek coasts or the ‘bent-

over’ granite of Ayers Rock.  But we will look at something else he dealt 

with, or was forced to deal with.  

             Now, he wasn’t exactly thrilled at his discovery, which may surprise 

you. Let me explain. He realized the conflict, like I said, but he also realized 

he was in disagreement with something else that Christian faith had always 

said: that the evidence supporting it was right in plain sight, as close as our 

‘miraculous’ hand, as Da Vinci once said. In fact, Lyell even came up for a 

name for this kind of teacher: the physico-theologian. You see, he thought 

he was insulting them, but that would only insult them if it revealed 

something untrue about them. It was actually the best title for them. But he 

had split the world. The view that both 'books' (Scripture and nature) were a 

unity was injured.   

             So let’s see what it meant to be in conflict inside him—this man who 

‘found time’, as he would later be celebrated. He knew that in London 

where most children worked during the week, that it was the Christians who 

provided the only education available: Sunday schools.               

Sunday was also known as the Lord’s day, a left-over concept of the 

ancient Sabbath, shifted one day because of the day of Christ’s resurrection. 

But the Christians did not just open their buildings and halls to teach 

Christian faith; they were the only education many of the children of the 

working masses received at the time. They taught basic education. And 

Sunday was the only day.  

               So here is the inner conflict that developed in our man: he believed 

what he did geologically, but he supported the Christians’ Sunday schools, 

and he supported their morality. That’s because he knew there was no 

other appropriate world for children and society to grow up into. Sheep had 

been stolen from him by neighboring children. A thief would love to be able 

to say that a neighbor’s loss of livestock didn’t actually happen; the owner 

was merely overcome by a state of confusion.   

               This split world has come down to us. Dr. Schaeffer, summarizing 
modern times, writes ‘the theologian today usually thinks the Bible is 
historically false, but spiritually and psychologically very helpful.’ CNN says 
matter of factly that ‘faith, of course, by definition has nothing to do with 
proof.’ ‘Genesis’ writes one retired science professor at an online forum 
‘was never meant to be historical, nor does it matter.’    

You could probably spend hours researching points for or against a 

particular Genesis claim.   However, what is so egregious about the 

professor is his saying ‘it doesn’t matter.’  There is no one, absolutely no 

one, in the whole stream of Scripture or history (!) who thought this way 

until the modern period.  So Lewis wrote:  

If Christianity is untrue, no honest man will want to believe it, no 

matter how helpful it may be.  If it is true, every honest man will 

want to believe it, even if it gives him no help at all.    

The professor’s ‘it does not matter’ is a total failure of honesty.                  

The man was George Lyell, and the damage is inestimable. But it is 

reparable, because geologic catastrophism is resurging. Cataclysmic 

evidence show us that the rate x time formula works against gradualism, 

not for it.  

  

Help inform the public around you about cataclysmic geology with roadside 

info-markers.  See cataclysminfoboards.wordpress.com  


